The Royalist Capital

remained at Westminster to the camp at Oxford
proved the general despair of the Parliament's
success.

But the discontent and jealousy, which were always
rife among the soldiers and courtiers in Charles5 camp,
broke out afresh when the King returned to Oxford
after his failure to take Gloucester. From this
moment, indeed, the firmness of Parliament and the
factiousness and foolishness of the King's party began
slowly to reverse the fortunes of the war. Parliament
obtained the assistance of Scotland, and Charles
negotiated with the Irish Catholics. The alliance was
fatal to his cause. Many of Charles' supporters left
him; the six peers fled back to Westminster. The
covenant was concluded. A Scotch army crossed the
border and co-operated with Fairfax and Leven in
the north; Essex watched the King at Oxford, and
was presently supported by Waller, who had been
holding Prince Maurice in check in the west. The
Queen, who was enceinte, and afraid of being besieged,
now insisted on leaving Oxford (April 1644). She
made her way safely to Exeter.

The Royalists abandoned Reading and fell back on
Oxford, where measures were being taken for defence.
Regiments were enlisted ; trees were felled in Magdalen
walks, and means were provided for flooding the
meadows beyond. Batteries were erected at suitable
points. One of these, at the north-east corner of the
walks, was called Dover Pier (Dover's Peer?), pro-
bably after the Earl of Dover, who commanded the
new University Regiment. This regiment mustered
for the first time on i4th May 1644 in Magdalen
College Grove, and, along with the City Regiment,
was reviewed on Bullingdon Green a few days later.
The rise in the ground at the end of Addison's Walk,
which is still noticeable, is probably due to the high
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